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THE FEDERAL ANTINARCOTIC LAW. 

The so-called Harrison antinarcotic act, which becomes effective 
March 1, 1915, is published in full on pages 573 to 577 of this 
issue of the Public Health Reports. 

This law affects not only dealers in narcotic drugs, but also med- 
ical practitioners. The following are some of the requirements 
which are of especial interest to physicians: 

After March 1, 1915, it will be necessary for "every person" 
who "produces, imports, manufactures, compounds, deals in, dis- 
penses, sells, distributes, or gives away opium or coca leaves or any 
compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, or preparation thereof" to 
register with the collector of internal revenue of his district and pay 
an annual tax of $1. 

Section 8 makes it unlawful for persons who have not registered 
to have in their possession any of the drugs named in the act. 

The Commissioner of Internal Revenue i% authorized to prepare 
rules and regulations for carrying the provisions of the act into 
effect. The following is an extract from these regulations: 

DISPENSING OF DRUGS BY PHYSICIANS, DENTISTS, OB VETERINARY SURGEONS. 

Art. 10. Under the exempting provisions of section 2 of the act, no written order 
is required for the ' ' dispensing or distribution of any of the aforesaid drugs to a patient 
by a physician, dentist, or veterinary surgeon, registered under this act, in the course 
of his professional practice only." A record, however, is required to be kept of all 
such drugs so dispensed or distributed (except such as may be dispensed or distrib- 
uted to a patient, upon whom such physician, dentist, or veterinary surgeon shall 
personally attend — i. e., personally visit) and must show: 

1. The date when any such drug is dispensed or distributed; 

2. The kind and quantity dispensed or distributed in each case; and 

3. The name and residence of the patient to whom such drug was dispensed or 
distributed. [For form of prescriptions, see art. 12.] 

The record so kept must be preserved for a period of two years from the date of 
dispensing or distributing, and will be subject to inspection as provided in section 5 
of the act. Each physician, dentist, and veterinary surgeon must supply himself 
with a suitable blank book for such record. 

DRUGS DISPENSED UNDER PRESCRIPTION. 

Art. 11. A like exemption to that above noted is made as to drugs dispensed or 
distributed under and in pursuance of a written prescription issued by a physician, 
dentist, or veterinary surgeon, duly registered under this act. But all such pre- 
scriptions covering such drugs, not specifically exempt by section 6 of the act, must 
be dated and signed as of the day when issued; must be preserved for a period of 
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two years from the time when filled, and must be readily accessible to the inspecting 
officers above referred to. 

Art. 12. Under the authority conferred by section 1 of the act named, for the 
issuing of regulations necessary for carrying the provisions of the act into effect, physi- 
cians and surgeons writing any such prescriptions are hereby required to sign their 
name in full to the same, to state therein their registry number and the location of their 
office, and the name and address of the person for whom such prescriptions aro written. 
Druggists and apothecaries must refuse to fill any such prescription unless signed 
as herein required; nor must prescriptions for such drugs be filled by any druggist 
or apothecary, if he has reason to suspect that it was fraudulently issued or obtained. 

The dispensing of such drugs by druggists or apothecaries, except on physician's 
original prescriptions, or on original orders issued to persons who have duly regis- 
tered, will be in violation of the act. Refilling of prescriptions or orders is therefore 
prohibited. 

By section 6 of the act preparations containing only a small quan- 
tity of the drugs are excepted. 

The penalty for violation or failure to comply with any of the 
provisions of the act is a fine of not more than $2,000 or imprisonment 
for not more than five years or both such fine and imprisonment. 



AGE DISTRIBUTION OF TYPHOID FEVER. 

The ages at which typhoid fever is most common, as indicated by 
the cases reported in the States of Minnesota, Michigan, and Penn- 
sylvania, are shown in the accompanying table. The Michigan and 
Pennsylvania cases are for the year 1913, while the Minnesota reports 
cover the years 1912, 1913, and 1914. The data for the table were 
furnished by the departments of health for these States. The table 
shows for each five-year age group the number of cases reported. 

Age distribution of typhoid fever in cases reported in Pennsylvania, Michigan, and 

Minnesota. 
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